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Toa FRIE ND, 


In Anſwer to 


A Letter to a Diſſenter, 


Upon occaſion of His Majeſties late Gracious 
q Declaration of Indulgence. 


S I R, 


Am not a little ſurpriz'd to find you ſo Urgent upon me, to give you my - 

Senſe of a late Pamphler, Entituled, A Letter to a Diſſenter, &c. - You know 
_ there is no Man more Averſe from the humour of Scribling than my {elf ; 
and you know too, That ſome Returns have been made to that Paper alrea- 
E dy, and more are like to follow. I can't be of the honeſt Man's mind, that' 
| told me, Peoples talk of Five Senſes , was but an: idle Story ; there was bur 
| One, and that was Feeling : But _ Sir, If Men will not truſt the Senſe of Feel- 
ing,I know not which they will abide by, and if we foregoe the Evidence of Al Senſe , 
we may, for ought I fee, give up one good Argument againſt Tranſubſtantiation : 
And yet, I muſt freely tell you, I ſhould have been tempred to think the Diflenters 
ſach ſtupid Creatures, as wanted even the Senſe of Feeling, if they had not by all pol- 
ſible means expreſt their Thankfulneſs to His Majeſty, for His Gracious Declaration 
of Indulgence, which at once reliev'd them from Burthens , as Innumerable, as In- 
apportable. - eel 4 aanct 1:0 043 G's 3 Hens | 

If Thad not found by the Cloſe of yours; That you lay ſome weight upon the In- 
ſinuations of / Iadire Means, uſed to procure the late Addreſſes ; T ſhould have thought 
it Anſwer enough to your general Demand, to have told you, I have no Opinion of 
che Diſcourſe, you ſay is ſomuch Admir'd by others ; for I am not able to reſolve 
you whether it was deſign'd for a Libel upon the Government , or upon Diſſenters 3 
the Reproach of both being carried on with ſo even a Thread thro? the whole. 

But this 1 muſt tell you, I know the World too well, to be TricKk't out of my Sen- 
ſes by the Charmes of handſome Metaphors, and labour'd Sentences. I will puzzle the 
beſt Oratour ( without the affiftance of Pznal Laws) to make a Man believe the 
Crow is White: Andyet, I takenot that Task to be ſo difficult, as to perſwade the 
Diſlenters, That all the former Haughtineſs of the Church of England towards them, is for 
ever extinguiſh'd ; when they are told in the next Paragraph , That this Potent Go- 
verneſs, 'can darken the' Heavens when ſhe pleaſes, Turn the Royal Thunder upon their 
Heads, ' and blow them off the Stage with a Breath; and all this with no more trouble 
thana Smile, or a kind Word beſtowed on ſome-body. *Tis pitty her untimely Kind- . 
neſs for Diſſenters, will not allow her ſo much as # good look towards her Soveraign, 
nor her boaſted Loyalty encline herto ohe Glimpſe of Complyance, with the Prince's 


Deſign to make all his Subjes Eaſe! 

But: the Difſenters will readily ell her, for all her Threats ; they can ſafely truſt 
the Royal Word, and deſpiſe her Attempts, to obtain the Violation of it. T have ob- 
ſerv'd ſome to read that: Paſſage with'a ſcornful Smile, and ſay, That Danger's paſt 
already, for there has been no Store left unturhed, to bring about what they now 
Threaten : But all Atrempts have proved Vain; and they can-no more perſwade 
His Majeſty to Violate His Sacred Promiſe, than they can us , that themſelves will 
become good Natur'd; if they have Power left:them to do Miſchief. 

You ſee, when ones Hand is in, -tis hard to forbear more Animadyerſions upon a 
Criminal Paper, thetrperhaps you expe from me; 'for I percewe by what is mark- 
ed in that you ſent,' you defign'd me no other Task, than to refle& on thoſe Paſla- 
ges which you think may touch the Reputation of my ſelf, and fome of my Friends : 
You ſay, many think that divers of the Addrefſers ( eſpecially the firſt of them ) 
were employ'd and manag'd by Court-Agents, and as they- were dire&ted, drew in 
other well-meaning-Peopte, to dq as they had done, and were well paid coo for their 
Pains : And now this paſles for Current News, ſince ſuch a Gentleman hath intimated 
to the World, That The Mediators of this New Alliance, are ſuch as have been formerly em- 
ploy d-in Freaties of the ſame kind,' and there detetied to AF by Order, and to have been 


6794- 


empower*d to give Encouragements and Rewards, 8c. And how if thoſe very Men that 
have formerly ſprinkled Money among the Diſſenting Miniſters, ſhould now have theſame fy: .. 
thority, Prattice the' ſame Methods, and disburſe where they cannot otherwiſe perſwade = 
the Minifters that are ance fallen under this Temptation, are in ſome ſort emgagd to contil 
their Frailty, by the awe they axe in, Teaft it ſhould be exposd, &c. Amd you lay, this 
Supgeſtion takes the more, becauſe the firſt Addreflers were Anabapriſts, 

Indeed Sir, it theſe Paſſages had not been mark't with your Pen, I ſhould have e- 
ſteem'd them more worthy of Contempt then any Reply. Innocence you know is 
always Bold, and renders Men regardleſs of the flie Infinuations of Malevolenc 
Tongues : Burt ſeeing you are pleas'd to point me to them , becauſe (as you ſay) I 
was one of the-Firſt, chathad-may Hand in Addie {Hng, and can beſt tell what Truth 
there may be in them : I belageh you (if you can find him) give my Service to our 
New-Addrefler, and tell him he will mightily Oblige me, by a particular account of 
the Mediators of this New-Allyance,and of the Perſons among whom they have ſprin- 
kled the Money , allow'd for this good Service : For Tle affure you (if what he ſays 
be true) I am cheated of my Part, to this Day. 

But to be ſerious : The whole of theſe Infinuations, makes up but one Putid Ca- 
lumnny. You know I was one that Preſented the Firft Addeſs to His Majeſty, and 
I know full well, all the Perſons concern'd in, and the whole manage of that Af. 
fair : And I Challenge the Author of this Libel, to make good his Charge againſt us, 
or any other, concern'd in like Dutiful Return of Thanks to His Majelty : Let him . 

expole us if he can : Let him produce but ſome ſhadow of Likelynood (I will noc 
lay Proof) that we were either Solicited or Brib'd, to do what we did, and it ſhall 
excuſe him ; or elſe he cannot but Fall under the foul Diſgrace of a Slanderer. And 
as I certainly know his Intimations of us to be Falſe ; ſo 1 have Reaſon to Belicve his 
Suggeſtions of like Practifes in former Times, to be Malicious and Untrue. 

oe's he think the Diſlenters have no ſenſe of Royal Bounty, to quicken them to 
their Duty ? Or that they can Receive a new Lite from their Prince, and not 
Thank Him for it, without a Reward ? If ſome Men can hardly be Induc'd' to 
Thank.the King for their Poſſeſſions, unleſs they had their former Freedom to Addreſs 
Him for the Utter Extirpation of Phanaticks, muſt other Mens Corn, be Meaſurd by 
their Buſhel ? No! I can afſure him our Hearts were too full of Joy,upon the firſt 
Notice of the King's Mercy towards us, to admit our waiting for any Invitations un- 
to Gratitude. | 7, | | 

But it ſeems our Friend is concerr'd,that we can more readily Comply with Preſcrib'd 
Forms of Adareſſing,than a Form of Prayer, Verily,asthe ſenſe of our tormer Milery,under 
the Late Perſecutions, taught us to pray without a Liturgie, tor Deliverance out of 
them : So the abounding Grace of His Majeſties Induigence , caught ts toopiye 
Thanks for it, both to. God and Him, Sine monitore quia ex anime. 
him again, to give the Inſtance of one Addreſs, franud for the Ciiuc:;: 27 
upon them. by other Hands. | 
* Let him aflign the Place where the Tired Po#t- Horſes , arrived 9177 1117 On calar © 
Letters to ſolicit Addreſſes, and Name the Perſons that were either Threy!ned, or Fright- 
ed into a Compliance with them ; or elle all his Florid Language can never excuſe 
him, from the Guilt of the molt z/-natur'd Calummy. 

It vou think my Expreſfions too Tart, you muſt remember, That a Man's good 
Name is as dear to him as the Apple of his Eye ;- yetI could not have been moy'd 
to this Roughneſs, if theſe Intimations had not refle&ted as much upon the King and 
His Miniſters, as upon our ſelves. +, 

Perhapsthe Gentleman's Deſign in part, may be to frighten all Diilenters from en- 
tring into any kind of Employment under His Majeftie, leaſtthey ſhould be Branded 
as Mercenary Tools, by him, for enjoying His Majeſties Favour : But as they: ſtand 
in this re{pe& , on equal ground with their Fellow-Subjedts , and may be as capa- 
ble of Buſineſs as their Neighbors ; I hope none of them will be fo filly as to think, 
That their being Joynt-Partakers with others, in their Prince's good Opinion, can 
make them Criminal. I dare lay they envy not the Favours, that Royal Bounty hath 
heap'd upon any : Long may they enjoy them ; and never may Diſlenters have any 
ſhare with them, if they ſuffer themſelves to be fool'd our of their Intereſt, or with- 
drawn from their Duty, by any Artifice whatſoever. 

I have now done, and you muſt thank your ſelf for forcing me to give you this ' 
Trouble : You need not be ſhie of Importing this where you think it fit, for I have 
only ſent you a Brief View of what ſhall be further inforc'd , if you ſhall require-ic 


from 
SIR, 


- 


+ 


Your very Humble Serwant 


— 


London, Printed for J. Harris, at the Harrow again#t the Church in the Poultrey; 1687, 


